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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the tafsir bi al-ma’sur and bi al-ra’yi in the commentary
of Aba Ja’far al-Tahawi and its application methods. This study employed analytical
descriptive method by employing content analysis theory towards the commentary of
Ahkam Al-Qur’an Al-Karim. The results suggest that Al-Tahawt incorporates the tafsir
bi al-ma’sur and bi al-ra’yi in his commentary although the general style is still the
tafsir bi al-ma’sur. Al- Tahawi has his own method in implementing the tafsir bi al-
ma’siar and bi al-ra’yi. Among his methods in tafsir bi al-ma’sar is to compromise
amongst narrations if it is possible, select and scientifically criticize the narrations, no
comment, and avoid rejected Israiliyyat narrations and false hadis, unlike the
commentary of al-Tabari. It is possible due to the differences of character between these
two commentaries. Meanwhile, his method in tafsir bi al-ra’y7 is to reconcile both
reasons and narrations in balance and equally important, avoid reasons outside their
domain, interpret mutasyabihat with muikamat, and avoid wrong interpretation.
Therefore, al-Tahawi’s commentaries have been based on correct principles.

Keywords: Abti Ja’far al-Tahawi, Ahkam Al-Qur’an Al-Karim, bi al-ma’sar and bi al-
ra’yr Commentaries.
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